
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Nisshin 

Ishan Kishan’s calculated 46-ball 80 on
a difficult track laid the foundation as
defending champions India hammered
Sri Lanka by 124 runs in the Asian
Games men’s cricket semifinal here on
Thursday to set up a gold medal clash
with arch-foes Pakistan.

Kishan and Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
(38 off 21) took India to 169 for seven in

20 overs on a turning track after Sri
Lanka put them in to bat on

winning the toss.
While chasing the 170-run

target, the island nation
first collapsed to 31 for six
inside the powerplay
before being eventually
bundled out for 45, which
is the joint lowest T20
International total by a
Test-playing nation.
West Indies was dis-
missed for the same

score in 2019 against
England.

Jasprit  Bumrah
struck twice in his
opening over and
was then joined by
Axar Patel, who also
claimed two

wickets. “We have to perform in
both batting and bowling to win.
We’ve been waiting for some days,
there was a lot of rain around. To
switch on and perform like this after a
long break is commendable,” Axar said
after the match referring to the washed
out quarterfinal against Afghanistan
and cancellation of practice sessions due
to the inclement weather here.

Sri Lanka’s col-
lapse included two run-
outs, which was ample
proof of them being
rattled by the pitch
and the loss of
early wickets.

The odd ball

was flying off the surface, sowing doubts
in the batters’ minds. In the end, India
took just 9.5 overs to dismiss them. The
Lankans will now fight for bronze in the
play-off against Bangladesh, who were
beaten by Pakistan earlier in the day.

Both the bronze medal and the final
will be held here on Saturday.

The build-up to the India-Pakistan
showdown will once again be dominat-
ed by the chatter on whether the two
teams will shake hands. 

The Indian players have refused to
exchange pleasantries with their

Pakistan counterparts in the Asia
Cup and ICC events since

Operation Sindoor last year to
show solidarity with the Indian

armed forces.
It remains to be seen if the

management sticks to status
quo or there is a handshake
with the Pakistan players
after the game, a protocol
that has been followed by

athletes of others sports
in the Asian Games.

India and
Pakistan players

will  have to
share the

p o d i u m
irrespec-

tive of what happens in the final, like the
women’s team did after winning gold
last week.

In the clash against Sri Lanka, India
decided to bring back Sooryavanshi into
the playing eleven for the knock-out
game alongside Abhishek Sharma and
Sanju Samson considering the spin-
friendly conditions here.

They left out left-arm pacer Arshdeep
Singh with Bumrah being the only fast
bowling resource available to them.

Similar tactic was employed by a
second-string Sri Lanka, who tried to
spin a web around the Indian batters
after opting to bowl first and was
largely successful.

If it weren’t for the ‘’X’’ factor of
Sooryavanshi and Kishan, India would
have ended up with a much lower total.

For a change, it was a sunny morning
here as both teams took the field for the
first time in the competition.

With the ball turning a fair bit in the
powerplay, it was clear that the game
would be dominated by the spinners.

Only two overs of pace were used by
the Sri Lankans. Abhishek (7 off 3) per-
ished after smashing a straight six off Sri
Lanka captain Sahan Arachchige. The
left-hander tried to make room but
ended up offering a regulation catch at
short third man.
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AJAI MASAND n Kakamigahara

Defending champions India survived a
scare before Abhishek struck with just 45
seconds remaining to snatch a dramat-
ic 4-3 victory over arch-rivals Pakistan and
seal a place in the Asian Games hockey
final here on Thursday.

India will take on Malaysia, who beat
South Korea in the other semifinal, in the
gold medal contest on Saturday.
Harmanpreet converted two perfectly
executed penalty corners in the 5th and
13th minutes, while Sukhjeet Singh
scored a field goal in the 23rd minute.
Abhishek scored the winning goal for
India from a field play in the final
minute of the game. Pakistan’s goals
were scored by Abu Mahmood (30th
minute), Hannan Shahid (45th) and
Waheed Rana (49th).

The defending champions looked set
for a comfortable semifinal win after
captain Harmanpreet’s brace and
Sukhjeet Singh’s field strike put them
firmly in control.

But a stunning second-half collapse
allowed Pakistan to claw their way
back as they scored three goals and push
India to the brink of an embarrassing
defeat before Abhishek’s late strike
rescued the team. India, who had dom-
inated the opening half, inexplicably
retreated into their shell after the break,
surrendering control of the midfield and
allowing Pakistan’s young forwards to
dictate the pace and flow of the game.
With their defence under sustained
pressure and their attacking threat
blunted, the Indians were left scrambling
to protect their lead. Just as the contest
appeared headed for a shootout,

Abhishek found the decisive touch, with
his effort taking a deflection off Pakistan
defender Sufiyan and beating goalkeep-
er Ali Raza to send India into the final,

where they will meet the winner of the
other semifinal between South Korea
and Malaysia.

The late winner spared India the con-
sequences of a remarkable capitulation,
but their inability to close out a match
they had dominated for long stretches
will raise questions ahead of the title
clash.

India began aggressively, pinning
Pakistan deep in their own half and
winning a series of penalty corners.
After four unsuccessful attempts,
Harmanpreet finally broke through
with a powerful drag-flick in the fifth
minute, sending the ball between Ali
Raza’s legs to give India the lead.

The Indian skipper doubled the
advantage in the 13th minute, drilling
home another penalty corner after a
purposeful run down the left by
Manpreet Singh had earned India their
seventh set-piece opportunity. (PTI )

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Guwahati

India’s head coach Gautam Gambhir
came down heavily on a flat Barsapara
Stadium track where India chased
down a record 406 against the West
Indies with skipper Shubman Gill hitting

a double hundred and former captain
Rohit Sharma smashing his 35th century.

Not to forget the centuries scored by
West Indies batters John Campbell,
skipper Shai Hope and rising star Amir
Jangoo.  Even after a comfortable chase,
Gambhir’s irritation was palpable.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Guwahati

Pacer Anshul Kamboj was on Thursday
drafted in as a replacement for injured
Prasidh Krishna for the third and final
ODI against the West Indies to be
played in Mullanpur on Saturday. A
BCCI release attributed the sidelining
of Prasidh to a left hamstring injury. 

In the second ODI at Guwahati on
Wednesday, Prasidh suffered a niggle
and could bowl only five overs and
returned figures of 1/45 as the West
Indies posted a record 405/7.

India chased down the target in 43.3
overs with eight wickets in hand to take
an unassailable 2-0 lead in the three-
match series. Kamboj is currently
playing for India A in a four-day match
against Australia A at Puducherry. 

Kamboj, who will join the India
squad in Chandigarh, bowled 17.3
overs in the first innings, taking three
wickets. 

He bowled just two overs in the
second innings before getting para-
chuted to Chandigarh, owing to
Prasidh’s injury. The national selectors
also decided to withdraw Washington
Sundar from India’s T20I squad for the
five-match series against the Windies,

beginning in Lucknow on October 6. 
The decision has been taken in view

of the upcoming Test tour to New
Zealand, and Sundar will now appear
in a few Ranji Trophy matches for Tamil
Nadu. “The decision has been taken in
view of the upcoming Test series
against New Zealand. With the Ranji
Trophy season commencing on
October 11, Washington will get an
opportunity to play red-ball cricket for
his state team and prepare for the Test
series. Naman Dhir has been named as
his replacement in the T20I squad,”
board release stated. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA <
n Nagoya

Nitesh Siwach missed out
on a historic gold but
secured India’s first silver
medal in Greco-Roman
wrestling at the Asian
Games since 1962, while
Mansi Ahlawat lost the
bronze medal play-off in
women’s 62kg event here
on Thursday.

Nitesh, who had the
opportunity to become
India’s first Greco-Roman
gold medallist at the Asian
Games since 1962, went
down 0-4 to Japan’s home
favourite Yuri Nakazato in
the men’s 97kg final. 

Mansi, meanwhile, was
beaten 2-5 by Mongolia’s
Altjin Togtokh, whose
strong defence stood out in
the medal bout.

Nitesh’s medal is India’s
first silver in Greco-Roman
wrestling at the Asian
Games since 1962 in Jakarta
where Malwa Singh (52kg)
and Ganpat Andalkar
(+97kg) won gold while
Udey Chand (70kg), Sajjan
Songh (87kg) and Maruti
Mane (97kg) won silver
medals.

Kishan’s 80 sends India to Asiad final against Pakistan 

India survive Pakistan scare to enter

final, will face Malaysia in title clash

Kamboj replaces Prasidh in ODI squad;
Dhir comes in for Washington for T20Is

Head coach
Gambhir criticises
Guwahati track

Nitesh Siwach
settles for
silver; Mansi
misses out

PHILEM DIPAK SINGH 
n Gamagori City (Japan) 

The Indian pair of Manu
Francis and Prince Kurisinkal
Noble bagged the silver
medal in the men’s skiff
opening race 9 of the Asian
Games sailing competition
here on Thursday.

The team of Harshita
Tomar and Shital Verma won
the bronze medal in the
women’s skiff sailing event.
The Indian duo concluded the
competition with 24 net
points and 28 total points
across nine races to finish
ahead of China, who were dis-
qualified thrice in race 2, race
6 and race 8. Japan won the
gold medal with 11 net points
and 14 total points, while
Hong Kong bagged silver with
15 net points and 18 total
points.

Earlier, the 31-year-old
Francis and the 30-year-old
Noble, who hail from
Ernakulam and are first
cousins, combined for a total
of 23 points after nine races

and finished behind China,
who totalled 16 points in the
competition where lowest
total score wins the regatta.

The Chinese team com-
prised Wen Zaiding and 
Liu Tian.

Points in men’s skiff sailing
are decided by the finish
position in each race and a
first place brings in one point
to the total.

The Indians managed to
win race 3 and finish second
race 1, 5 and 9 during the com-
petition. China, on the other
hand, emerged on top in four
races to end up as the best-

placed side. Son of a fisherman,
who had died during the 2018
catastrophic flood in Kerala,
Noble said winning a medal in
his debut Asian Games was a
special feeling. “It was our first
Asiad and winning a medal is
very special. It was a tough and
we somehow won silver,”
Noble said. 

Both train at the Army
Yachting Node in Mumbai.

“It was very tough actual-
ly. It was windy. We are not
much comfortable with
windy conditions. But we
survived and somehow won
a silver,” Francis said. (PTI )

India clinches men’s skiff

silver in Asiad sailing
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